Transducer related Enterobacter cloacae sepsis in post-operative cardiothoracic patients.
The use of intra-arterial pressure monitoring devices in patients undergoing major cardiac surgery is on the increase. Here we document an outbreak of Enterobacter cloacae septicaemia among seven post-operative cardiothoracic patients. Detailed investigations revealed the source of this nosocomial problem to be contaminated transducer heads. The need to follow strict aseptic measures in handling intra-arterial devices is emphasized, in order to minimize the morbidity and mortality in otherwise low-risk post-operative patients.